Some Thoughts and Ideas About Kid Pix

Backgrounds or Themes

Kid Pix has a great collection of more than 500 backgrounds in about 50 different categories.  Many of the backgrounds can be used to create projects.  For example, there are maps of many countries, templates for topics such as All About Me, Animals of North America, Life in the Desert, Calendars, and many more.

To explore them, click on the background button, go down to the background category list, click on it and you can scroll through the list to find a category that interests you.  You can then drag and drop the individual pictures in the window to get a closer look at them.

Seven pictures are displayed as a set on the bottom of the screen, but there may be more than seven pictures in that category. You can view the additional items in the set by clicking on the green arrows to the right of the last picture.
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Stickers (Pictures)

Stickers are pictures that are placed on the background.  There are 27 categories of stickers including flags from all around the world.  The Sticker Button is just below the Background Button.  You can preview them in the same fashion you previewed the Backgrounds.

Text To Speech and Help

Students can type text on any picture and the text can be read by the computer while in the picture mode, or as part of a slide show presentation.  This feature can be turned on or off.  Think of the possibilities for vocabulary development.  Be careful, though.  The computer may have to be “trained” to say some things, particularly names.  

Kid Pix also had object sensitive text and audio help.  If you click on the question mark in the lower right part of the screen and then click on any item, it will bring up a text help window and read it to you.

Slide Shows

Students can combine pictures to make slide shows that can run automatically or manually.  In other words, it’s a much better choice as a presentation tool than PowerPoint. 

Speaking of PowerPoint, do you remember the sequencing and sorting activities I showed you how to create with PowerPoint?  You can do the exact same kind of activities using Kid Pix.

More Really Cool Ideas

With just this much information there are dozens of different project ideas that are probably going through your head. The possibilities are almost endless and we are just getting started.  I’m sure you will come up with things that are perfect for your class, but I want to open your eyes to some other possibilities that people often overlook.

There is so much available in Kid Pix, people often overlook the fact that you can bring in things from outside the program.  Think about the digital cameras.  You can take pictures with the cameras and then bring them into Kid Pix as a background or a sticker.  

What would you do if you had about two-dozen screen shots from the Cat in the Hat movie or if you had about two-dozen pictures of other Dr. Seuss characters?  Don’t  you just wish?  Well, wish no more.  That’s one of the little projects I undertook and will be making available to you. 

Work Areas

Kid Pix is set up so that each student’s work is saved in their own folder.  You as the teacher can also set up folders that you could use for group work so that two or more students might share the work in a single folder to collaborate in the creation of a single project or story.  

